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Mission Statement Adopted March 12, 2000
We are a family of many hearts and voices
faithfully worshiping God. We encourage one
another in our living, learning, and growing as
God’s people. Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully
promise to serve others as we share the love and
hope of Jesus Christ.

606 N. Fifth Street
Vincennes, IN 47591
(812) 882-2720
stjohnsuccoffice@gmail.com
Website: myucc.org

Pastors’ Ponderings
During the time we have been in ministry at St. John’s
we have tried to bring to this congregation stable and
faithful pastoral ministry, inspiring worship and pastoral
leadership that promotes peace, harmony, and
community. We have tried to respond to the needs of the congregation
while seeking to understand the history, culture, and background of St.
John’s United Church of Christ. We have worked with the leadership of
the church through this time of transition and this time of Covid.
We celebrate the church’s continuing outreach ministries through
Sandy’s Pantry, Phoebe’s Mission, the Babe Store, the Blessing Box and
Laundry Love. We rejoice in the ministry of St. John’s Preschool, the
return (after Covid restrictions) of Friends Who Care and Count, and
the strength of our Benevolent giving. Will Meyer continues to reach
out to our children and their families, Becky Brockman, Music Director,
and DeEtta Welte, Organist, continue to lead our marvelous Music
Ministry.
To those who have stayed the course and participated in this
transitional journey we thank you! For those who have chosen to “wait
and see” who the next settled pastor(s) will be before “coming back”
we invite you to come and join us in the rest of the journey. There is
still more work to be done by all of us, as we discern ministry that is
further reaching, community that is more loving and caring,
governance that is more efficient and structure that is more
appropriate for St. John’s UCC in 2022-23.
In addition, a word about the search process. Your Search Committee
has and will work hard on your behalf. They have been faithful and look
forward to the day the congregation calls new pastoral leadership. As
your interims, we want you to know that what the Search Committee
and the congregation are experiencing is normal. There will be ups and
downs, moments of possibility and moments of disappointment.
Searching for the right settled minister takes patience and faithful
discernment. The Search Committee cannot and will not “settle” for
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just anyone. They will continue to be diligent as they search for the
person who they believe God is Calling to St. John’s to serve as your
next Settled Pastor(s).
The search for new pastoral leadership is not like the hiring process
in a business or corporation. Your Search Committee will receive
more profiles and will seek God’s presence and wisdom to determine
who is being called to St. John’s. The search is a God process.

Members and friends of St. John’s also have a role to play in this
process. You need to keep the Search Committee in prayer. When
you see a member of the committee, in addition to asking for an
update, ask how they are doing and encourage them as they
continue the work on your behalf.
Blessings,

Pastor Dennis and Pastor Linda
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The minutes from April18, 2022 and the treasurer’s report
were reviewed. The minutes were corrected and both

Committee Meeting Highlights
 The board voted to approve the Evangelism and
Membership Committee making personal contacts
rather than send a letter in order to update the
membership list and reflect a more accurate number of active
members.
 Congregational Life Committee stated a need for volunteers to help
with set up for the Annual Picnic on June 5th.
 Technology Committee continues to ask for help with running the
sound system during worship service. A training session will be
offered for anyone interested in volunteering for this important
piece of our worship service.
Pastoral Search Committee reported that 2 more pastoral profiles have
been reviewed but those candidates will not be pursued.
Unfinished Business
 The annual congregational meeting date is still on hold.
 Pastor Dennis led a second informational session on church
governance to give us ideas to think about other ways to go about
church business (We have too many committees and not enough
people to fill them…what are our priorities?
The meeting adjourned at 8:46 pm. Complete Church Board minutes
and treasurer’s report are available after approval at the next month’s
board meeting.

Next meeting is June 27, 2022 @ 7:00 PM. The change in date is due to
our pastors being out of town.
Respectfully submitted,

Jill Lopez - Church Board Secretary
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St. John’s United Church of Christ
Pastors

Pastor Dennis Frische-Mouri
Pastor Linda Frische-Mouri

Organist
Music Director, Pianist
Children /Family Ministry Leader
Nursery Attendant
Church Secretary
Church Board President
Pastoral Search Chair

DeEtta Welte
Becky Brockman
Will Meyer
Darcie Bahr
Angie Robinson
Mark Lange
Sheri Stodghill

Our Gift to God
OFFERING-Collections for March:
Please consider supporting St. John’s United Church of Christ so we can
continue to do God's work and mission here and throughout the world.
Offerings may be placed in the offering plate at the rear of the sanctuary or
delivered to the Church Office in person or by mail.

Board representatives for committees 2022
Music and Worship - Betsy Marchino
Christian Education - Jill Lopez
Financial Affairs - Ray Pieper
Outreach and Benevolence - Hope Clausman
Evangelism and Membership - Janet Daniels
Church Facilities - Janet Daniels
Wilhelm Parsonage Committee - Cheryl Meyer
Congregational Life - Elaine Workman
Tech - Jana Vieck
Memorial - Sheri Stodghill
Investment Funds - Ray Pieper
Personnel - Jana Vieck
Bank Statement Review - Jana Vieck
Pastoral Search Committee - Sheri Stodghill
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Attendance

Date

Worship

5/1

56

5/8

65

5/15

56

5/22

59

Music & Worship
Summer is upon us and the choir is now on their summer vacation. You
will find a special music sign up sheet on the bulletin board in the back
hallway .
If you can provide a special number on Sunday mornings please sign
up!
The Worship Committee has purchased 4 new banners and 8 palm
trees, using funds furnished by the Memorial Committee. We will
display the banners in the coming weeks.

Appreciation Expressed!

The Christian Education Committee wishes to thank each
of the Family Prayer Partners as they continue to keep
our children and their families in your prayers. Please be
assured that you are making a difference and your caring
thoughts are being felt.
A huge thank you to our Sunday School teachers and leaders for
their dedication this past school year! Thank you for touching and
influencing the lives of other through your commitment.
Darcie Bahr - nursery
Sarah Lowe - children
Will Meyer - youth
Ed Cummings and Mark Lange - adults
If you or someone in your family recently graduated from high
school, college or other post high school training, please let the
office know the name, school and future plans.
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Congratulations to our Graduate's
Tyler Craig Watts graduated May 14, 2022
from the Indiana School of Dentistry. His
honors and awards are: American
Association of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgeons Dental Implant Student Award,
Academy of Osseointegration and
International Congress Of Oral Implantologists Pre-doctoral Student
Achievement Award. Tyler plans to continue his education for 1
more year in New Jersey. Tyler is the son of UCC members, Michael
and Betty Lankford. He is also the son of Craig and Lucy Watts,
Hartsburg, Missouri.

We finished out May with end of year
evaluations, to show the parents what all
we had achieved.
Everyone excelled and grew throughout
the school year so much! All the Butterflies
were ready to move on to the next step in their education!

We had nothing but smiles and fun with our end of the year
bike rodeo, splash day, and bounce house! Lots of memories
and some life long friends were made!
Our Butterflies had a graduation ceremony on May 17,
officially making them ready for Kindergarten!
We have a couple openings left in the afternoon caterpillar
class. Please contact Miss April for more information.

Have a great and safe summer!!!
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June Birthdays
Janice Affolder
Paul Yochum
Norma Meyer
Beth Lindsey
Eric Meyer
Dennis Stafford
Will Meyer
Joseph Goodman
Jeremy Coomes
Alivia Deckard
Jake Alexander
Grady Cummins
Sam Lindsey
Ann Marie Schutz
Gary Meyer
Susan Schutz
Jonathan Lange
Gabriel Goodman
Ryan Klein
Keith Brown
Max Bowman
Mallory Bowman
Terry Goodman
Bill Lathrop
Sara Marie Wirth
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June Anniversaries
Cody & Kristi DeBouef
Dustin & Brandie Brown
Tanner & Carrie Horton
Jonathan & Chrissy Lange
Hank & Jill Lopez Jr.
Matthew & Alyssa Vieck
Terry & Janet Goodman
Brian & Brenda Fillingim
Bill Lathrop & Jean Wells

If your birthday or
anniversary is not listed, but
should be, PLEASE CONTACT
THE CHURCH OFFICE!
Thank you

Friends and Relatives of our church family:
•

Continuing Prayer Requests: Kennedy Alexander, Marge
Beamon, Don Osborne, Jr., Betty Meyer, Mark Lange, Bruce
Deckard, Nora Grabbe (Friend of Janet Daniels), Roberta
Meyers (Jake Alexander Mom.)

•

For the silent trials and struggles everyone is carrying lets
include all in our prayers.

•

Prayer for a friend of Brenda Fillingim’s infant daughter, Libbi
Grace, she had surgery on Friday of this week, and has had a very
rough time.

•

Additional prayers for Kennedy Alexander and the Alexander
family. Kelly writes, We are headed to New York City this
weekend. She is having a back surgery this summer with the best
doctor in the country. This is hopefully our last surgery! On June 2
she will be placed on a halo traction and will be in that for 6
weeks. The back surgery will be broken up into 2 surgeries. The
first is July 14 and the second July 21 if everything goes well and
she tolerates. Then she will be discharged and will have to stick
around for a week. So we will be there all summer. Jake and I are
going to switch off and take turns. So prayers not only for
Kennedy but for safe travels and Korbin as well.

Ruth I. Witsman
Oct. 20, 1945~May 5, 2022
Ruth I. (Donovan) Witsman, 76, of Vincennes,
Indiana, went to her heavenly home on May 5, 2022,
at her residence in Vincennes.
Ruth was a member of St. John’s United Church of
Christ in Vincennes, Indiana. She loved getting
together with her friends from small group at church
and going to bible study. Ruth loved to read and
travel, and she enjoyed spending time with her
family. Ruth will be greatly missed. Prayers to all
family members, and especially her husband Ed.

Addresses for Shut-ins and Others
Norma Meyer, Colonial Assisted Living, Rm 142, 1622 S. Hart Street Road,
Vincennes, IN 47591

Kenny Kixmiller, Freelandville Community Home 310 W. Carlisle St.
Freelandville, IN 47535
Betty Meyer, Bridgepoint Health Campus, - 1900 College Ave., Rm 508,
Vincennes IN 47591
Joy Tooley, Willow Manor, - 3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes, IN 47591
Leona Conway, Willow Manor, -3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes, IN
47591
John and Patty Jackson, The Villages at Oak Ridge, - 1694 Troy Rd, Rm. 511
Washington, IN 47501
Kathryn Cole, Jean Wells Lodge of the Wabash, 723 Ramsey Rd, Vincennes,
IN 47591
Donna Cullison, c/o Heritage Center Memory Care Unit, Room 313, 1201
West Buena Vista Road, Evansville, IN 47710
Marge Beamon, Gentlecare, 1202 N 16th, Vincennes IN 47591, Rm 19
Home

Etta Snyder
Kennedy Alexander
Robin Root
Bruce Deckard

If you have a caregiving need such as a hospital stay, a visit or desire
communion, please contact the church office, Janet Goodman (chairperson
of Caregivers) or any caregiver listed below. We would appreciate your help
and want to make sure everyone is blessed by St. John's when you need it!
St. John’s UCC Caregivers- Ed and Brenda Cummings, Cindy Deckard, Connie,
Dan Coulter, Peggy Meyer, Ray Pieper, Terry and Janet Goodman, Lonny
Vieck, Larry and Betsy Marchino .
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UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal
“Members of the United Church of Christ are joining the global
community to respond to the events unfolding in Ukraine,” said the Rev.
Karen Georgia Thompson, associate general minister, Wider Church
Ministries and Global Operations. ”We are praying earnestly for peace and
for the hundreds of thousands of people displaced by the war. And, we are
adding our resources to ensure that all can have access to safety and shelter
as the fighting escalates.”

Gifts to the UCC Ukraine Emergency Appeal will provide
shelter, food and other care to war refugees and internally displaced
people. It also will help refugees and asylum seekers from African, Middle
Eastern and other countries who had sought refuge in Ukraine and now
are twice displaced, as well as other citizens more than 125 countries
living in Ukraine. Donations to the Ukraine mission can be made here at
St. Johns UCC. Church of Christ marked Ukraine Relief .
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All are Welcome to Join us June, 5!
Gregg Park Open Shelter House
Out door Service will be at 10:30

Picnic immediately following
Bring a Friend!
Chicken Dinner will be Provided
Sign up sheet for a dessert is on the church hallway
bulletin board.

Entrance fee to swim at Rainbow Beach will be paid if wish
to swim.
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Mission Moment
THE MEROM SPIRIT
The United Church of Christ's
beloved camp and retreat is our
featured outreach mission for
this month at St. John's It holds a
rich past of treasures to our
members.
One third of Merom's budget
is dependent on donations.
Funds from our members help
share the passion for Christian
Education, retreats, camps and
programs for youth and adults,
repairs, new cabins, new roof on
College Hall, grants and, in
general, "Keeping Merom Alive". Eloquently spoken: "Friends, Fans
and Faith: The Perfect Place" Help to keep it going. Donations can be
made through St' John's UCC benevolent giving, marked Merom.
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The St. John’s Children and Family
Ministry started the month of May
with a great activity on May 7, with an
opportunity to do the Vincennes City Cleanup. The group picked
up
6 bags and all the money will be used for future activities for the
Children and Family Ministry. Thank you for the families and
church members that helped this great service project!

The Children and Family Ministry will have an intown mission week from June 6-10. This year
there will be many new opportunities and some
of the same activities during the week. The M&M’s (K-2 grade) and
their families are invited to join the group to help with the projects on
those days also. In the evenings the children 3rd grade and up will
stay at Wabash Trails in a cabin for the activity. This year lunch and
dinner will be covered so each participant is asking to pay $10 each
day. Each day is designed for all ages/grades to enjoy the event. Full
details are posted on the bulletin board by the nursery and the on
Facebook group.

Children age 3-12 are invited to go upstairs to the blue
classroom for Children Church for stories, games and
activities after the children's sermon. Preschool
children are welcome to go to the nursery at this time
also. Although your child may already be attending
Sunday school, Children’s Church offers these children an opportunity
to learn more about God and our church. Volunteers to assist in
aspects of Children’s Church are always welcomed and needed! If
there are any questions please let Will Meyer know!
*** Children’s Church will continue throughout the summer during
worship.
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The KFC group (grades 3-6) and youth
will have an opportunity to travel to
Holiday World this summer. Each of the
St. John’s participants is asked to pay $15
for tickets. Friends and family are welcome to come but need to pay
$25 for tickets. Please provide each child $20-$25 for food at the park
and/or a stop on the way back for supper. If the group doesn’t stop
for supper the group will eat at the park before leaving. Please RSVP
for one of activity dates by signing up on the bulletin board by the
nursery or texting Will (812-887-5303) so the tickets can be
purchased. The money can be turned in on the day of the activity. A
new medical information form will need to be on file for all the
children going on the trip. The forms are located on the bulletin board
by the nursery and the on Facebook group. If there are any questions
please let Will Meyer know!
KFC Thursday, June 16-9:30am-9:45pm—Please RSVP by Tuesday,
June 14
***On 6/16 the earlier arrival might work better for the children in
the lower part of the group but any KFC/Youth is welcome to come.
*Youth -Wednesday, June 22-10am-11:30pm ---Please RSVP by
Tuesday, June 21
***On 6/22 the group will have an opportunity to watch 300 LED-lit
drones take to the Holiday World & Splashin’ Safari sky for an unique,
drone, and fireworks spectacle! This one-of-a-kind, 15-minute
spectacle celebrates Christmas, Thanksgiving, Halloween, and the
Fourth of July animated light displays.
Children and Family Ministry Age Groups
M&M (Mini-Marvels)-Age 3-2nd Grade
KFC (Kids for Christ)-3rd-6th Grade
Youth-7th- High School

Will Meyer
Children and Family Ministry Coordinator
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