
 

Mission Statement Adopted March 12, 2000 
We are a family of many hearts and voices 
faithfully worshiping God.  We encourage one 
another in our living, learning, and growing as 
God’s people.  Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully 
promise to serve others as we share the love and 
hope of Jesus Christ. 
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Pastors’ Ponderings 

 As this article is being written we are almost one month into the 
new year.  Often people make New Year’s resolution to bring 
about change in their lives.  If you are a person who makes New 
Year’s resolutions, dare I ask, “So how is that going?”  Have you 

been able to keep to your resolutions?  If so congratulations, keep up the 
good work!  If you have “fallen off the wagon” don’t feel bad, there is always 
next year. 
 

Some folks pick themselves up and try to continue on with the same 
resolutions.  Other folks just give up.  How about this for a new paradigm.  
Start over for 2022 with a set of new resolutions, but not ones about yourself, 
rather new resolutions about how you will participate in your church. 
 
For example, In 2022 I resolve to participate in the life and ministry of St. 
John’s United Church of Christ, Vincennes, Indiana by… 
 …attending worship five more times than last year 
 …helping with two more events than I did last year 
 …increasing my pledge/offering 5% above last year 
 …contributing items to Sandy’s, Phoebe’s or the blessing box at least 
three times this  

    Year 
…Offering to bring food for a bereavement meal 
…Attending Sunday School at least once a month (all ages) 
…Participating in at least four Children and Families Ministry events 
(children and youth) 
…Writing at least one note, card or letter to each person on the shut-
in list 

 …Joining a committee 
 …praying for your church everyday 
 …giving a gift to Our Church’s Wider Mission plus each of the All-
Church Offerings, One  

    Great Hour of Sharing, Neighbors in Need, Strengthen the Church, 
and the Christmas  

    Fund  
…Inviting once a month, a person(s) to join us for worship 
 

These are suggestions and you may be able to come up with other 
ideas.  The suggestion is to pick out at least a couple and see how you might 
change and how your church might change. 

 

Shalom, 
Pastor Dennis and Pastor Linda 
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St. John’s United Church of Christ  

Attendance 

Date 
1/2  

1/9 

1/16 

1/23 

Worship 
47 

56 

36 

63 

  

December Finances   

Period Activity Contributions $26,643 
Period Activity Expenses  $32,211 

 

Year To Date Contributions  $158,614  
Year To Date Expenses  $260,927 

  



 

Church Board Highlights 

The Church Board met for their regular meeting on January 17, 
2022.  

• The Treasurer Report was reviewed and approved. 

• New church board members were elected to the board: 
Betsy Marchino, Hope Clausman, Cheryl Meyer, and Jana Vieck.  Thank you to 
each of them for making this commitment! 

• Outgoing members were thanked for their service, namely Mark 
Cummings, Brian Fillingim, and Brad Summers. We appreciate all you have 
done! 

• Megan Jennings resigned from the church board. We are grateful to her for 
her year as church board secretary! 

• New officers were elected - Mark Lange, President; Jana Vieck, Vice-
President, Ray Pieper, Treasurer; and Jill Lopez, Secretary. 

• Committee reports: 

• Evangelism and Membership cancelled their Valentine’s Day breakfast 
plans. 

The board approved $1300 for the Technology Committee to have the 
myucc.org website rebuilt. The website is currently under attack and not 
useable. 

• The Pastoral Search Committee received a second profile but decided not 
to interview the candidate. 

• The postponed Annual Congregational meeting will be held at a date some 
time in the spring. 

• Licensing for the rights to use and stream music online was approved for a 
cost of $960 per year. 

The use of Zoom for online meetings is free for only 40 minutes.  The board 
approved to purchase the annual fee of $150.  This will allow the Search 
Committee, the pastors and others the freedom of using Zoom for the coming 
year without limits. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm. Complete Church Board minutes and 
treasurer’s reports are available after approval at the next month’s board 
meeting. 
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http://myucc.org


 

Christian Education Highlights 

-Ongoing thanks to our Family Prayer Partners who 
continue to keep our church families in their prayers! 

 

-The Special Sunday in January was open for all ages to be 
involved.  Greeting cards were made for Valentine’s Day to be mailed 
to others to show we care and are thinking of them. Thanks to all who 
participated! 

-The Special Sunday in February is scheduled to be held on 
February 27 from 9:15 to 10:15 in one of the upstairs rooms.  All 
youth and elementary age children are invited to participate in 
making music with hand bells. There is a possibility we will 
share a song or two during worship on a given Sunday. Come and 
make a joyful noise! 

-All are cordially invited to check out our Sunday School classes from 
9:15 - 10:15 each Sunday.  Here are the classes offered: 

Nursery - birth to 4 years 

Elementary - K to grade 5 

Middle/High School - 6th to 12th grade 

Adult - all ages (If you have not attended recently, you are missing out 
on some great discussions!) 

 

MUSIC & WORSHIP NOTES 

The Music and Worship Committee extends a big thank you to all 
who helped take down the Christmas decorations . We thank you so 
much! Many hands make easy work!  
Just a reminder that Lent begins on March 7. We will have our Ash 
Wednesday service at 7pm that evening and it will include distribution 
of ashes. Plan to attends this meaningful service. 
Our committee needs your input to plan the worship of your church. 
We invite you to become a participant of this committee. We meet on 
the third Monday of each month at 6pm for only an hour. Please 
consider giving that hour to contribute in the development of worship 
and other work of the group.  
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Condolences to  Sarah Lowe and her family on 
the passing of her mother ,Patty A. (Vollmer) 
Lowe on December 17, 2021 at Willow Manor 
Nursing and Rehabilitation in Vincennes. Patty 
was a lifelong member of St. John’s United 
Church of Christ in Vincennes. Her passion was 
serving the church, and she did so in various 
ways. She served as a Sunday school nursery 
teacher, sang in the sanctuary choir, served on 
the CE committee, the Women’s Guild, and 
also helped as a cancer pavilion volunteer.  

Patty Lowe  
October 31, 1933~ December 17, 2021 

Marilyn MaGruder  
August 19, 1937~Dewcember 31, 2021 

Marilyn Jane Magruder, 84, passed away 
Dec. 31, 2021, at Good Samaritan. She 
was born Aug. 19, 1937, in Freelandville 
to the late Arthur Walter and Pansy Dora 
(Russell) Schaefer. She was named after 
the long time Vincennes Head Librarian 
Jane Kitchell. 
Marilyn was baptized and confirmed at 
Bethel United Church of Christ in 
Freelandville and subsequently was a 
member of St. John’s UCC in Vincennes 
where she served in many capacities.  
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Etta Snyder  
Deborah & Douglas Carroll  

Lynn & Joseph Marchino  
Dan & Brenda Roark 

Diane McGiffen  
David & Carole Culp  

Robert Willis  
Cheryl & Mike Bahr 

Charles & Carole Klein  
Lonnie & Jana Vieck 

Donnie Black 
Becky Brocksmith 
Jay & Karen Cole  
Emily Marchino 

Rick & June Conwell 
Beth Ann & Tom Murray  
Joe & Dale Linneweber 

Bob & Lisa Willis  
Rev. Lynn And Joe Marino Family  

St. John’s Choir members  
John & Beth Kloosterman  
Bill Lathrop & Jean Wells  

Laura Vieck 
Sue Ellen Rogers  

Mark & Saundra Lange 
Arlene Wilson 

Bob & Lisa Willis  
Diane McGiffen 

Beth Ann & Tim Murray  
Rick & Jane Conwell  

Patty Vollmer 
Doug & Debbie Carroll  
Rev. Lynn & Joe Marino 

Jill & Hank Jr. Lopez 
Bill Lathrop & Jean Wells 

 
 
  

Memorials Made in  

Honor of  Patty Lowe  



 

We rang in the  New Year 2022. Everyone made noise makers  to 
celebrate, We are learning the  months of the year and our days 
of the week! 

The Butterflies are working on their last names to get into the 
name writing club. While our Caterpillars are learning to write 
first names on paper.  

We are all very excited to learn new things in this half of the 
school year! Butterflies are preparing themselves for 
Kindergarten by learning site words and reading short stories. It 
is so fun to watch them accomplish something new!  

Re-enrollment for 2022-23 school year has begun. We have a 
large waiting list  and only a few spots left to fill. Make sure you 
fill out a waiting list form so your child is not left out of all the fun 
we have at preschool!  
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 Notes Of Thanks 
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If you have a caregiving need such as a hospital stay, a visit or desire 
communion, please contact the church office, Janet Goodman (chairperson of 
Caregivers) or any caregiver listed below. We would appreciate your help and 
want to make sure everyone is blessed by St. John's when you need it! 
St. John’s UCC Caregivers- Ed and Brenda Cummings, Cindy Deckard, Connie 
and Dan Coulter, Peggy Meyer, Ray Pieper, Terry and Janet Goodman, Lonny 

Vieck, Larry and Betsy Marchino .  
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Friends and Relatives of our church family:   
• Continuing Prayer Requests: Kennedy Alexander, Ruth Witsman, 

Marge Beamon, Don Osborne, Jr., Betty Meyer, Mark Lange, 
Bruce Deckard, family of Marilyn Magruder.  

• Please pray for Mike Julian who is recovering from surgery for bladder 
cancer. Mike is former chaplain at Good Samaritan Hospital and husband of 
our former church secretary, Bert Julian. 

• For the silent trials and struggles everyone is carrying lets include 
all in our prayers.  

 

Congratulations to Lauren (Cummings) and Will 
McBride and proud grandparents Ed and Brenda 
Cummings, on the birth of their daughter/
granddaughter, Evangeline Ruth McBride. Born 
January 22, 2022, 5lbs 9oz. 18.5in. Mom and baby 
girl are home, All are doing great.! Prayers of praise, 
God is good!!!  
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Addresses for  Shut-ins and Others  

 
Norma Meyer, Colonial Assisted Living, Rm 154 1622 S. Hart Street 
Road, Vincennes, IN 47591 

Kenny Kixmiller, Colonial Assisted Living, -  Rm 139 1622 S. Hart 
Street Road, Vincennes, IN 47591 

Betty Meyer, Bridgepoint Health Campus, - 1900 College Ave., Rm 
508, Vincennes IN 47591  
 
Joy Tooley, Willow Manor, - 3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes, IN 
47591 
Leona Conway, Willow Manor, -3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes, 
IN 47591 Rm. 77 
 

John and Patty Jackson, The Villages at Oak Ridge, - 1694 Troy Rd, 
Rm. 511  Washington, IN 47501 
 
Kathryn Cole, Lodge of the Wabash, 723 Ramsey Rd, Vincennes, IN 
47591  

Donna Cullison, Heritage Center,- 1201 W Buena Vista Rd., Evansville, 
IN 47710  

 
Home 

Ruth Witsman 
Etta Snyder 

Kennedy Alexander 
Marge Beamon 

Robin Root 
Bruce Deckard 
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Pastoral Search Continues 

The Pastoral Search Committee has completed our church profile, 
and it has been posted on their website. 

We are currently receiving minister profiles. 

If you would like to look at St. John’s Church Profile, there are 2 
copies in the church office for review. 

The Bereavement Committee is 
looking for more volunteers. 
Qualifications for being on the 
committee?  If you would be 
able to bring a salad, vegetable 
or dessert to church when we 
have a funeral dinner.  Please 

contact Angie in the church office (882-2720) to be placed on the 
list.  We always need lots of food, and having volunteers in place 
before a funeral helps a lot.  If you would be interested in heading 
this committee, (that doesn’t have meetings…) let Angie know as 
well. We have a list of supplies, and food quantities necessary for a 
crowd. This is not a hard job, but is a meaningful way to serve our 
church. 

The Congregational Life Committee is looking for 
new members and a Chairperson. What is the CLC? 
This is the group that provides fellowship in the 
church.  This committee only meets when 
necessary…(Yay!)  

All of our previous committee members have retired 
now and we are looking for new 

faces.  If you are interested in chairing or being a 
committee member, contact Angie in the church office 
(812-882-2720) to be added to the list.  This is another 
good way to volunteer your time and talent for St. 
John’s.  
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February Anniversaries 
 Paul & Adrienne Yochum 
 John & Patty Jackson 

February Birthdays 
 Daniel Goodman 
 Mark Lange 
 Derek Daniels  
 Connie Coulter 
 Brian Grove 
 Peggy Meyer 
 Hudson Heavner 
 Kyle Doggett 
 Dan Coulter 
 Brenda Fillingim 
 Ann Riley 
 Garry Hall 
 Caleb Schlag 
 Ellery Miller  
 Don Black 
 Allison Cummins 
 Mark Schutz 
 Jeffrey Watts 
 Harper Coomes 
 Rylan Coomes 
 Donna Klein 
 Delaynee Coomes 
  Taylor Fuller 
 
 

If your birthday or 
anniversary is not listed, but 
should be, PLEASE CONTACT 

THE CHURCH OFFICE!                        
Thank you 



 

St. John’s UCC Mission Spotlight 
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St. John’s has been posting on Facebook daily 
now for over a year. 

We have tried many different things, some 
worked, others not so well. 

So we are asking what you would like to see on 
the church’s Facebook page. 

Please send your thoughts to: sheri.stodghill@crawfordmh.org or give 
her a call/text at 812-890-2363. 

mailto:sheri.stodghill@crawfordmh.org


 

 Children and Family Ministry November  
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February 13- M&M Valentine Activity -5pm-6:30pm 

February 20- Children and Family Hangout- 5pm-8pm 

February 21- Isaiah 117 House Activity- 1pm-4pm 

February 27- Special Sunday School - 9:15am-10am and Children's 

Church 

 

***In the winter months check out the St. John’s Children and Family Facebook group for 

weather related changes. Final planning for more activities are being finished up and will 

be announced in the coming weeks. Please be looking for announcements in the bulletin, 

Facebook and Children and Family Ministry mail boxes for future information. 

Children and Family Ministry Age Groups 

M&M (Mini-Marvels)-Age 4-2nd Grade 

KFC (Kids For Christ)-3nd-6th Grade 

Youth-7th- High School 

 

The M&M group will have a Valentine activity on February 13, from 5-6:30pm 
at church. There will be crafts and games at the activity. Also there will be 
light snacks to enjoy too! This will be a great activity to invite friends, grand-
parents and other family members to come to the fun activity too! Come 
check out the fun! 

 

On February 20, from 5-8p the CFM will have an opportunity to enjoy a night 
at church with their church family. Some of the opportunities will be playing 
pool, foosball, giant board games and watching a movie. The families can also 
bring games from home to share with the other families. At this activity there 
will be a taco bar and other snacks. This will be a great activity to invite 
friends, grandparents and other family members to come to the fun activity 
too!  Come and go to fit your schedule or stay the whole time.  
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Children and Family Ministry will be helping the new Isaiah 117 House on 

February 21 from 1-4pm. The group will be helping with the final steps for 

the Isaiah 117 House is scheduled to open this spring to provide physical and 

emotional support in a safe and loving home for children awaiting foster care 

placement. If there is any questions please let Will Meyer know.  

 

 

I would like to extend a BIG thank you to all the individuals who contribute 

and help Phoebe’s Mission. Your support is greatly appreciated each month. 

Examples of items given out are: toilet paper, laundry soap, shampoo, bar 

soap, dishwashing soap, detergent and deodorant. These household items 

are necessary for everyone, but they cannot be purchased with food stamps. 

Items listed above and plastic shopping bags are needed each month. Please 

place the donations in shopping cart in the Fellowship Hall. Monetary dona-

tions are welcome also. If anyone would like to see what Phoebe’s Mission is 

you are welcome to come and/or help. The next Phoebe’s Mission is on Fri-

day February 4. Again thank you for ALL your support. 

-Will Meyer 
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