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Mission Statement Adopted March 12, 2000
We are a family of many hearts and voices
faithfully worshiping God. We encourage one
another in our living, learning, and growing as
God’s people. Led by the Holy Spirit, we joyfully
promise to serve others as we share the love and
hope of Jesus Christ.

606 N. Fifth Street
Vincennes, IN 47591
(812) 882-2720
stjohnsuccoffice@gmail.com
Website: myucc.org

Pastors’ Ponderings
We hope you had a merry and blessed Christmas.
We are now entering the new year and pray for a
better year than 2021.
During the year and a half that we have been together with you in
ministry…in this time of transition…in this time of pandemic…in this
time of uncertainty we have had many hard decisions to make. We
have experienced deep losses. We have felt the stress of new and
unforeseen fears and doubts in both the present and in anticipation
of the future.
We have faced involuntary isolation and separation from friends and
families; from the comfort of the “good days” of the past and at
times we do not know where to turn.
Yet there are angels among us. Listen closely to God. For we are
being called to more life. We are being led, like Joseph and Mary,
away from danger to a new land of this time of transition. We are
being called to a new life…to a new place…in the midst of the
familiar. When the angel spoke to Joseph, Joseph did not look back
but got up, moved to Egypt, and ended up finding a new life. When
the angel spoke to Joseph again, Joseph listened and moved to
Nazareth and a new life: more life that would change the world.
Listen, for God is calling us. God is leading us in the direction of More
Life: a new life as a congregation. Listen to God and listen to one
another as the journey continues to more Life.
May we all know peace and blessings in the days to come.

Shalom,
Pastor Dennis and Pastor Linda
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St. John’s United Church of Christ
Attendance

Date

Worship

12/5

92

12/12

91

12/19

90

12/24

58

12/26

23

November Finances
Period Activity Contributions
Period Activity Expenses

$11,376
$17,381

Year To Date Contributions
Year To Date Expenses

$135,021
$227,648

Page 3

Happy Holidays from our preschoolers! We enjoyed making
several Christmas ornaments, Christmas snacks and playing
fun Christmas games. All of our preschoolers had fun
exchanging gifts with her friends.
Pete the preschool Elf came to visit our classroom and watch
over us. We made a naughty and nice list for our parents.
We are getting ready for the New Year 2022!
If you need to get your child on a waiting list for preschool,
please contact the church office, Miss April, or the church
website, myucc.org
Big thanks to Jill Lopez for the cart she donated
to the preschool. We will put it to good use!
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Christian Education Highlights

Many thanks to the following for making our Christmas program “A
Night in Bethlehem" extra special:
• the children who participated in the Christmas program. You did
wonderful!
•

Jerri for assisting with costumes

•

Brenda Cummings who helped to make the “sleigh” favors

•

Brian Fillingim for handling mikes for the program

• Chrissy Lange and Lori Sanders for pitching in with clean-up
afterwards

•

Will for providing cookies and drinks after the program

Becky for accompanying on the piano
January is a great time to make Sunday School part of your regular
routine. You are cordially invited to check out our Sunday School
classes from 9:15 - 10:15 each Sunday.
Nursery - birth to 4 years
Elementary - K to grade 5
Middle/High School - 6th to 12th grade
Adult - all ages

SPECIAL SUNDAYS occur on the last Sunday of each month
during Sunday School hour, 9:15 am to 10:15 am. Children and
youth who attend Sunday School on that Sunday will be treated to a
VBS type experience. On January 30 we will be making greeting cards
and candy to share with others.
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Friends and Relatives of our church family:
• Chris Vieke had his second back surgery on Tuesday, Nov. 30th.
Please pray for no cerebral spinal fluid leaks like he had with the
first back surgery four years ago.
•

Continuing Prayer Requests: Kennedy Alexander, Ruth Witsman,
Marge Beamon, Don Osborne, Jr., Betty Meyer, Mark Lange,
Bruce Deckard.

•

For the silent trials and struggles everyone is carrying lets include
all in our prayers.

•

Continuing Prayer Requests: Kennedy Alexander, Ruth Witsman,
Marge Beamon, Don Osborne, Jr., Betty Meyer.

If you have a caregiving need such as a hospital stay, a visit or desire
communion, please contact the church office, Janet Goodman (chairperson of
Caregivers) or any caregiver listed below. We would appreciate your help and
want to make sure everyone is blessed by St. John's when you need it!
St. John’s UCC Caregivers- Ed and Brenda Cummings, Cindy Deckard,
Connie and Dan Coulter, Peggy Meyer, Ray Pieper, Terry and Janet
Goodman, Lonny Vieck, Larry and Betsy Marchino .
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Addresses for Shut-ins and Others
Marilyn Magruder, Fox Ridge Manor,- 150 Fox
Ridge Dr, Rm. 140
Vincennes, IN 47591
Norma Meyer, Colonial Assisted Living, Rm 154
1622 S. Hart Street Road, Vincennes, IN 47591
Kenny Kixmiller, Colonial Assisted Living, - Rm
139 1622 S. Hart Street Road, Vincennes, IN 47591
Betty Meyer, Bridgepoint Health Campus, - 1900 College Ave., Rm
508, Vincennes IN 47591
Joy Tooley, Willow Manor, - 3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes, IN
47591
Leona Conway, Willow Manor, -3801 Old Bruceville Road, Vincennes,
IN 47591 Rm. 77
John and Patty Jackson, The Villages at Oak Ridge, - 1694 Troy Rd,
Rm. 511 Washington, IN 47501
Kathryn Cole, Lodge of the Wabash, 723 Ramsey Rd, Vincennes, IN
47591
Donna Cullison, Heritage Center,- 1201 W Buena Vista Rd., Evansville,
IN 47710
Home
Ruth Witsman
Etta Snyder
Kennedy Alexander
Marge Beamon
Robin Root
Bruce Deckard
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Pastoral Search Continues
The Pastoral Search Committee has completed our church profile,
and it has been posted on their website.
We are currently receiving minister profiles.
If you would like to look at St. John’s Church Profile, there are 2
copies in the church office for review.

The Bereavement Committee is
looking for more volunteers.
Qualifications for being on the
committee? If you would be
able to bring a salad, vegetable
or dessert to church when we
have a funeral dinner. Please
contact Angie in the church office (882-2720) to be placed on the
list. We always need lots of food, and having volunteers in place
before a funeral helps a lot. If you would be interested in heading
this committee, (that doesn’t have meetings…) let Angie know as
well. We have a list of supplies, and food quantities necessary for a
crowd. This is not a hard job, but is a meaningful way to serve our
church.

The Congregational Life Committee is looking for
new members and a Chairperson. What is the CLC?
This is the group that provides fellowship in the
church. This committee only meets when
necessary…(Yay!)
All of our previous committee members have retired
now and we are looking for new
faces. If you are interested in chairing or being a
committee member, contact Angie in the church office
(812-882-2720) to be added to the list. This is another
good way to volunteer your time and talent for St.
John’s.
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January Birthdays
Cheryl Meyer
Susie Milligan
Kenny Kixmiller
Tony Riley
Zack Gilmore
Kelly Alexander
Brenda Cummings
Jeff Newell
David Grube
Jana Wirth
Ryan Vieke
Keaton Summers
Don Hoffhaus
Carmen Horton
Will Vieke
Rodger Hobson
Betty Meyer
Ryan Watts
Conway Wilson
If your birthday or
anniversary is not listed, but
should be, PLEASE CONTACT
THE CHURCH OFFICE!
Thank you
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St. John’s UCC Mission Spotlight
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A
Note
Of
Thanks

I would like to thank Pastor Dennis for the phone call before
surgery. Also would like to thank all the prayers and cards I
received. Surgery went well and recovering nicely.
Thanks ,
Chris Vieke

St. John’s has been posting on Facebook daily now
for over a year.
We have tried many different things, some
worked, others not so well.
So we are asking what you would like to see on the
church’s Facebook page.
Please send your thoughts to: sheri.stodghill@crawfordmh.org or give
her a call/text at 812-890-2363.
The Pastoral Search Committee would like to update
everyone on our Pastor Search.
We have received one minister profile so far, and we
are hoping to receive more starting in January.
Please pray for St. John’s so that we may receive the
right profile to move our church forward.
Notes From Music and Worship
The Christmas decorations around the church
will be taken down on Jan. 9th with the
exception of the trees. Those who are able,
please plan to stay immediately following
worship service to assist. The task should not
take long if there are enough helpers. Thank
you in advance.
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Children and Family Ministry November
January Children/Family Ministry and CE Happenings
January 8- Family Game Night-5pm-7:30pm
January 15- Annual Meeting Soup Lunch Prep- 9am
January 16- Annual Soup Luncheon
January 30- Special Sunday School - 9:15am-10am and Children's Church
***In the winter months check out the St. John’s Children and Family Facebook group for
weather related changes. Final planning for more activities are being finished up and will
be announced in the coming weeks. Please be looking for announcements in the bulletin,
Facebook and Children and Family Ministry mail boxes for future information.
Children and Family Ministry Age Groups
M&M (Mini-Marvels)-Age 4-2nd Grade
KFC (Kids For Christ)-3nd-6th Grade
Youth-7th- High School
The Children and Family Ministry had many opportunities to end November
and the month of December. Some of the activities were a Family
Thanksgiving Dinner on November 21, decorating a lamp pole next to the
Pickle ball court and helping at Gregg Park at Christmas In The Park. Other
opportunities were the Salvation Army bell ringing on December 16, Family
Christmas activity and helping at the Isaiah House.
Christmas In The Park December 3/4

Christmas Program December 19
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On January 8, the Children and Family Ministry will have a
family game night from 5:00pm-7:30pm at church. At this
activity there will be Giant games such as Jenga, Checkers
and other life-size games. The families can also bring games from home to
share with the other families. At this activity there will be a taco bar and other
snacks. This will be a great activity to invite friends, grandparents and other
family members to come to the fun activity too!
The Children and Family Ministry is asked to help prep for the Annual
Meeting soup luncheon on Saturday, January 15, starting at 9am in the
kitchen. The families are also asked to help on Sunday with serving and
clean up at the luncheon. Please be looking for announcements in the bulletin and on Facebook group for future information. If there are any questions, please let Will know!

The Children and Family Ministry is asking for desserts on January 16 for
the Annual Meeting Soup Luncheon. Please have the desserts in the kitchen
by 10am on the 16th. The sign up is on the bulletin board by the nursery.
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